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VOLUME ONE, ISSue ONE Haauct @ 1909 


MINN GER RESIGNS! “JESUS CHRIST 


IN HIS PRIME..., | OUR POLITICAL 
WHO IS NEXT? — | LEADER -saye 
mover at the height of his earacre | ORGANIZER FOR DRAFT 


Minniger's resignation comes after ser. RE S iS ERS bik page 


ving one year of his latest 3-year term, | 
Minniger first proposed this action at ne cL i A 
the March meeting of the board of over- ELO N ¥ H A RQ eS « INST 














following 15 years ‘of encultured service 
Seers . 


The resignation is to take effect dan, Me N N O Your DRoPpPe D 
1, 1970 (no later than duly 1, 1970). Fev 

the Presidential Selection Comittee is | FRIDAY, aut anonymous rebel 
composed of Carl Kreider, Charles Ainlay) still faces tresspassing charges at 


Wilbert Shank, Peter Wiebe, one | Kent State University (near Hartville, 
one faculty member, and one student. Ohio). Following a campus insurrection 


i at Kent this Spring, & young stripling 
BETHEL Group | terri peta f'n Watcher 
M ¢ ti M a ‘ pas Sophaptists are ee - 
: agin at ou ung friend r 
E ASE IG WY O te the first dogmeeat Gea eae tir 
| oe anonymous young friend. Pray. 
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Gewerac Conrerente 
PE Gig 7 MEETS IN SASKATOON 


MENNONITES CAUGHT on GoTH) RESOLVES to Alp DRAFT 
SIDES OF EEWCE IN ONO RESISTERS page | 
FARM LABOR CONFLICT: psy | 29. + 


HANDLE REMNANT WITH CARE...This first | S 
issue of R.N. is a LIMITED EDITION with i” Viv 0 ae foty is 
less than 500 copies in existence. You 
will, of course, want to save your COPY s OMMUNE ON H | 0 
. for it is bound to become a collector!'s Nee 

item (notwithstanding nn intrinsic NOK HS IU es Pace 4 
" value), However, you might consider: sas 
Lloani it to a trusted friend or three Oy an 
oe eee ee oe to RA ) \ € A | Me NJ NJ 0 NJ | ce 
our efforts to spread the gospel to the 


ends of the earth. Vy) KD | ON ForRMS IN. | 


CANADA 








We Print LetTe Rs page] 37 


‘ 








REMNAN T Nant ee NEWSLETTER 


riN (A K (A GE 


DiS -GAALM GR. 


, MLE of the articles herein are solely 
: the responsibility of the authors there- 


of, and do not necessarily reflect the 
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Remant:is bein: published out of 
Chicago, for the time being, Correspon- 
dence should be addressed in care of - 
Mark Warler 1908 North Halsted suse 
6061h. Staf? involved in publishing 
this issue of Romnant include: 

Mark Wae¢ler Stein (Steve Goorin) 
T. Wade Beachy fAlbert Swartz 

Steve Stucky Eric Yodor 

Larry Danielson 
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! opinions of the staff, 


. ‘We would. hope, thourh, 
future THE MENNONITE, ARENA, GOSPEL 


In fact, we 
disapprove of all (or atleast most) of 
this vorbiase, But we print it Ont. of 
Christian ‘charity and’ liberal tolerance, 
3; that inthe 


HERALD, DER BOTE, and THE SWORD ND 
TRUMPET would print artieles of this 
caliber, so that we can have room to 


_ fcature morecrcative material, 


RRS eRe eran sence 


EDITORIAL STATEMENT - 
Remant is’a far -flung eatherine of 
fringe Mennos, budding” political radicals, 
artists, writers, and others who are 4 
interested in learning from ame capitale 

izing on). our heritage, 

We are a motley froup united in..the 
effort of producing this newsletter and 
Remnant masazine, Each of us has a 
broad ranee of contacts inside and out- 
side of the Mennonite church establish- 
mont Ge 
.,,Our, purpose is to offer ourselves to- 
each other, To those who fcel disen~ 
franchized or frustrated, we hope t6 
pring a breath of fresh air, To. those 
who are ready to be part of a movement, 
we hope to aid and abet: you, We hope 
all of us can bein to reachsxout to 
each other, learn from each other, and 
then perhaps orranize together, 

Remnant Newsletter is our belch for 
this month, We do not want this to -be 
a pulpit for a few, but a soap box for 
all, The newslotter should facilitate 
fast, effective, communication among as» 
many as possible, 3 

In addition to this hasty secede, | 
we are publishing a magazine which we 
believe is a sienificant artistic con. 
tribution, With the mazaz inc we are 
taking all the time we necd,,..the first | 
issue should appear in early fall. 3 

Remnant is not-only we, the writers | 
and publishers, Remnant is 211 of us 
who have some sense of openncss toa the 
future and who find our roots in a 
somewhat common heritage, 

So, onward and upward until Jesus 
COMCS. 
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We invite you to contribut your . ab 
thoughts, share with us your Adtivities, | 
and include us in your dreams, We 
want you in ours, We will use the 


{ 


material you send and share it with. 
others, 


% 

oe 
THE FLY is the underrround 
\“rieSpaper at Bethel Collere. | 
j The insects have buzzed this 
(past year, digging up a little 
dirt, suggesting some ‘solutions, provok~' 
ing,..expressing, loving,’ Unfortunately, 
they were awatted before the end of the 
first quarter in a grand campaign, Scv- 
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Do you want to keep up with news among 
young Mennos? Do you want to join in 
thinkine and exnerimentine? So you dig 
hearing reports from dispersed Brethren? 


' Do you want to enter the informed com 


munity of believers? Do you just want 

to help out, in any way you can? Do you 
take perverse pleasure in throwinc away 
petty cash? Do you want to help rebuild 
the earth? Or tear it.down? 

You necdn't subscribe to any of the 
above explanations, You needn't take 
yourself tooo sceriously. <All you need 
to subscribe to is Remnant, 

Thé Remnant marazine is artistically 
solid,. The pom Ly Newsletter may im- 


“proves 


You can subscrive to either, both, 
or none, (You, over there in the coeter) 
But, by sending $3 to 1908 N, Halsted, 
e/o Mark Wagler, Chicago, 6061k3 you 
will recieve the newsletter as it comes 
(roughly, once a month) for a year plus 
the first issue of the magazine (a 
collective work of art, published when 


ready). Two dollars will bring you 
just the Newslctter, You can figure fron 
there, 


If. you send more. than “3, we will 
appreciate it, and respond accordingly. 


---paid commercial space paid commer--- 





war a geet aT 
MK Otel dss 
Roger and Harleone Kaufman and Paulette 
Gant are in Freeman, South Dakota this 
summer, THE ANABAPTISTS HVE GONE HOME, 
Their intention had been to start a cen 


ter for young people (a coffechouse) and 


to combat racism in Freeman by talking 
about and encouraging people to read 
about black: culture, 

Roser has promised a report, but as 
the: NEWSL.TER goes to print, the report 
has not bcen reccived, You can expect 
to hear the news later in our next issue. 
We have heard thet they are still there, 
althourh we haven't heard about the 
honor e 
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Fringe Mennos work with CADRE (Chicago 
Area Draft Resistors) .« 
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eral were expelled, the rest are now underground, but they are still BUZZING. 


THOU GHTS ON Comune - TY SS eR. 


I.am in a group of about 10 people who are starting a commune in Chicago this fall, 
Although it is impossible for me to already know what our life together will be like, 
I. can describe some of our plans. 


PERSPECTIVE We hope to buy a house where we will live together and pool our ree 
Sources. First of all, we need to establish community among ourselves by finding a 
lifestyle that allows us to grow. Then we want to bring together other fringe 
Mennonites in a larger movement. And finally, we want to share our ideas and our 
emotions with others, particularly with youth, and for now, with Mennonites. 


ANABAPTISM Although most of us are from Mennonite backgrounds, we are not trying 
to "do a Mennonite thing." Because we both love and hate Mennonitism, we want to 
change it. <Anabaptists like J&rg Blaurock are an inspiration to those of us who 
need that kind of thing. That's because.the Anabaptists were, in our understanding, 
the real radicals of the 16th century, and not just in religious issues-jthey were 
(and we are) a THREAT to any established church or political institution. And like 
the -Anabaptists, ours Will be an urban movement, ail we Will be travelling evange- 
lists. We do not want to get hung up with this identity, though, and we will fin. 
ally need to destroy any bits of frozen mentality that we carry around. 


DESTRUCTION? <Any artist and any political theorist knows that in order for ne@ 
forms to be created, old ones must be destroyed. We need to destroy old institu- 
tions, old ideas, old power structures; but we want to create community, and make 
love possible. One reason for organizing a commune is to establish a model for 


community, No one will be able to truthfully s iF that our im is to 
degenon thay our onty motivation in working wt Mennonites $5 our atred for 


Mennonitism.e. For we are creators. . % » And lovers, 


WHY CHICAGO? Perhaps because that is where we have learned to know each other. 
But more important, Chicago is a kind of geographical center for Mennonites; it has 
many IW''s and fringe Mennonites; and, as a large city, it gives us opportunities 
for learning about art and politics, 


NORTHSIDE We are trying to find a house on the Northside of Chicago, close to the 
lake, north of the 01d Town area, and south of the Uptown area where a lot of Apa- 
iachian whites, Indians, Puerto Ricans, and other poor people live. In the area we 
will be moving to-there will be rich people by the lake, poor Spanish speaking peo~ 
ple further west, artists and hippies scattered around. For those who want to be 
involved in community politics, there are several radical community organizations 
nearby. And for those who want to be involved in theater and other arts, the Com. 
munity. Arts Foundation is also nearby. They have a damn good program going, and 
they welcome our participation. | 


SomMUNrry Those of us who plan on living together already feel a sense of community 
with each other from our experiences in lrving and working together on the Sothside 
of Chicago for the last 3 years. And we feel community with other Anabaptists who 

are working on REMNANT magazine, with Mennonite college students who are printing or 
have printed underground newspapers, with friends in New York, Denver, and Kansas 
City, with some people who are organizing draft resistance among Mennonites, and 

with people in and out of the Mennonite church who are resisting the dead ways of 

our American institutions, 


COMMUNE If we already feel community, why do we need a commune? All of us need to 
be able to relate to number of close friends who we often depend an to give. us ad- 
vice, emotional support, and joy. In a commune an even greater intimacy can develop. 
When an individual wants to be alone, he can; when he wants company, he can find it; 
when he needs help to complete a project, he knows where to ask, Although a commune 
Solves some basic human needS, we are aware that it creates new problems. 


SHARING In a commune there is Sharing. It isn't easy to let someone borrow your 
pair-of pants, discipline your child, live in your fouse, lose your bicycle pump, 
use your camera. Nor is it easy to tell a group of people why you are crying, who 
you love, why you acted like a shithead, what your hangups are, or even why you are 
happye Still, what is man, is human, is something he holds IN COMMON with other 
men, 1S what he recognizes in others, shares with others. The thrust of a commune 
is to find out what the individuals in it have IN COMMON--the thrust is sharing. 


PRIVACY But not everything can be shared: not everything can be done in common; we 
can not always be together; sometimes we need to be ALONE. A couple will want sev- 
eral rooms where they be alone without being interrupted, a writer will want a room 
to work in that is his own, and all of us will want someplace where we can be alone 
when we want to be. Our house will be arranged to make this possible. -Perhaps a 
5-room flat can be used communally: for discussion, for theater, for eating. But in 
the rest of the house we will have individual rooms for single people and several 
room complexes for couples & families. And somewhere we will try to find space for 
a darkroom, a workshop, and maybe a room to work on publications. P 


ee ae 


(COMMUNE, from page 3) 


MONEY Is shared! Most of the people in our commune will have jobs. Several are 
in IW (alternative to the draft) and earn salaries. Everyone will make enough money 
to support himself-.~unless they are doing special work for the commune, such as or- 
ganizing, babysitting, etc.--and most will make much more than they need. But there 
will be a lot of problems to be worked out: how will the surplus money be used (for 
what projects)? what about past debts? what about people who want to study or travel? 
in whose name will the property be? at what level will we live?--all of which must 
be solved in individual situations. I.personally hope that we will live very inex~ 
pensively, with the commune paying for.major living expenses (including medical), 

and everyone having a small allowance for his idiosyncrisies: books, tobacco, bubble-~ 
gum. Things like records, books, and cars could be paid for communally. 


FAMILY A commune is a large family, everyone living and working together, sharing 
finances and housing. «But what about ‘conventional families? what about children? 
Sex? marriage? At present I can only give personal opinions. There will be only 
one child in our commune this fall and he will probably; be cared for communally. 
There will be 2 married couples and they will. be living together as married people. 
That is our inheritance. But what kinds of forms should we create? what kinds of 
rules should we set up? Two rules may be necessary: (1) if a couple have decided 
that they want to stay clear of any outside relations, their decision should: be 
respected; and (2) any relationship which affects the whole group will have to be 
talked about by everyone in the commune. We will not practice "free love" (at least 
what is conventionally meant by that) but we will try to have responsible relation~ 
Ships within and without the community. Perhaps in the future some Anabaptist com- 
mune will abolish marriage and have. communal children; perhaps another will encourage 
marriage; and still another may be indifferent. . 


GROUP.RITUAL A commune needs to spend time together... go places together... 
eat together. And some togetherness should be structured. For our commune we will 
probably have 1 or 2 meals a week to which everyone is committed to come: eating is 
holy communion. And following our meals we will want to have sessions where group 
decisions are made, also gripe sessions where the little problems are talked about 
before they divide the commune--a misplaced razor, a loud radio, a dirty kitchen 
can cause trouble. At other times we may want to have celebrations: when a child is 
born, at birthdays, when lovers are reconciled, when someone dies, when virgins are 
initiated, when visitors come. We will need to be creative in finding meaningful 
rituals. 


AN EXPERIMENT, aN EXAMPLE Our commune in Chicago will be an experiment in group 
Living. . The experiment may fail: perhaps we have the wrong ideas, perhaps we are 

the wrong people. But it is important that we at least have the freedom, the courage, 
to try to create a more meaningful form of community. If we succeed--and that is 
Something difficult to evaluate--our commune can be an example, a model for other 
Anabaptists. 


CONFRONTATION *71 That's the slogan for the REMNANT movement of which our commune 
is a part. Obviously the form of our commune will keep on changing. <And the form 
of the entire movement will change. But we have the plans--and the spirit to carry 
them out--for a total assault on Mennonitism, capitalism, patriotism, the Dewey 
Decimal system, also materialsim. Our commune is not the center of the ANABAPTIST 
MOVEMENT, it does not €ontrol it, but perhaps it may ay be a catylist in bringing it 
together. From Chicago members of our commune can move out to Mennonite colleges 
and to other cities, organizing, disrupting, making tadical Mennos aware of each 
other. If we are all together in 1971, that will be 4 victory, and the official 
church will feel it. 


IW'S We will make a major effort to reach IW workers in Chicago and, eventually, 
in other large cities. Two members of our. commune are presently IW's, and all but 
one of us have been in voluntary service. Mennonite boys who are conscientous ob- 
jectors and who work in hospitals in large cities where they make a good enough wage 
to. live well, and who do not make any other effort, are not really resisting the war. 
They may be against it, but the war machine is not affected at all by 1000 Iwts 
working in hospitals: what the skp ce te does is offer people with gear a ; 
chance of ccyping out. The church's alternative of voluntary service for CO's 

not really that much better, not baotise the concept of voluntary service is om 
but because those in VS are assigned to projects which again offer no resistance to 
the war and to work with people who are not the warmakers. Try to get a VS assigne 
ment to work in Newton, Kansas as a draft counsellor, or better, as a detached com- 
munity worker talking to respectable citizens about the warf The church sends its 
young people--those with fire--to other communities to witness there; it saves its 
old men-~whose fire has been dampened --to work in the home communities. 


a | * oe \ | (continued on page 6, PAUSE) 
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If you should wander into certain . 
towns and tomato fields of Northwest. _ 
Ohio, your eyes might be drawn to groups 
‘of browneskinned, blackeeyed men of. all 
ages wearing brightened nylon: winde . ... 
breakers with a pateh on. the | hack bear~ 
ing a true detbaad symbol and the lIctters 
FeLeOmC,. FLOC (pronounced, flock) is an- 
abbreviation of Farm Labor Organizing 
Committee a threesyear old union of aa : 
for migrant. workers in. Ohio, © 

Headed by energetic and ohatansnter 
cemyear old Baldemar Velasquez of Pane 
dora, Ohio...the Union has been growing 
Steadily--organizing members and gaining 
an appropriately larger slice ‘of power, 
Last year,.the union had a very success~ 
ful strike in Lucas county., virtually 

100% of the migrant workers left ‘the | 
_ tomato fields at peak season forcing a> 
score of farmers to Bee contracts. 
Right on, 
This year, the weathor he Beet bad © 


and plans are a little uncertain, FLOC . 


took control of a very ugly situation | 
near Toledo a few'weeks af0eee1t had 
been raining and raining, the fields 
were muddy and could not be worked, 
Without work, many people were caught 
without resources and hunger set in, 
FLOC organizers got the neople together 
and, with the help of ‘some OEO people 
and. a plea for contributions, were able 
to feed over a hundred (large) pam ites 
until conditions improved, 

The best sign of promise in the short 
history of .FLOC is te sense of vision 
and: perspective which is a part of -the 
organizers thiriking, They arc alrcady 
looking ahead to the day when tomatos 
will no longer be picked. by hand and 
. beets will be hoed and thinned by some 
strange science fiction<lLike machine, 
They want to develop their own communi-~ 
ties-~and acquire the organizational 
experience and the expertise necessary 
to run their own lives, 

This dreem of community is the kind 
of operation bootstrap affair that fills 
people with a real sense of potency, 
One of the initial steps in devcloping 
this commmity is the cooperative, At 
present, FLOC is running a corporative 
filling station in Ottawa, Ohio, It 
is a place where migrants can buy on 
credit, at a discount. More important, 
it is : school for training people in 
business skills,..from addition end’ sub- 
traction to salesmanship. Most impor 
tant of all, .oor people are raining a 
sense of accom :Lishment and pride, 
They are beginning to hope, 

Mennonite connections with FLOC are 
interesting though many of them are 
inadvertent or ineffective, For one 
thing, Baldy Velasquez is a graduate of 
Bluffton and, as a result, has friends 
among the Mennonitcs, The General 


~~ oy > 


_ of the best concepts 
' productive use of Federal funds, 


Congerence did contribute some money 
last year to assist in supporting the 
unionts steff, Some people have or» 
ganized friends of FLOC organization, 
but there are Mennonites in the oppo- 
sition and the divisions seem to be 
drawn along economic lines, | Those 
Mennonites who are growers of tomatoes 
support with religious fervor, threats 
and shotguns, their supposed right to 
cooperate with the big canning com 
panies in exploiting Mexican=jmericans, 

Peak tomato season will come in 
late August and September, This news 
‘letter will keep you informed of action 
then, 

Project Iibcration is an experi-~ 
mental summer school concerned mainly 
with promoting black awareness, and 
though it falls short of its titular 
implications-snonetheless, it is one 
going for a 


Think about Federal funds, (Pause) 
some things about Project Liberation: 


lL, Makes revolutionary use of 
existing facilities...a vacated train- 
ing school for priests. 

2. Brings people together and pro- 
vides them-with time, space, and mat~ 
serials to work on, common problems « 

3. Uses federal: funds in a way 
which is controlled by blacks, allow- 
ing the people in the project to 
define their own needs for a change, 

' , %Is an experiment which can pro~ 
vide information to other programs and 


especially, schools, 


5. Is a thorn inthe side of the 
surrounding coma Ty 


Locations Burkettsville, near Celina 
in Mercer. County,«eea land of rolling 
hills, woods and cornfields in west 


-eentraL: Ohio, «2. /; A 


Natives: The Roman Catholic Church 
is a dominant influence (Virgin Mothers 
bless nearly as many front lawns as 
are attended Py Black Sanbo figurines). 
So; it-was last week at a project 
Liberation open house that "some 
honkie" had the gall to insist that 
these black tceneagers were wrong in 
expecting whites to be human, SHE 
said, "Dontt you realize that it is 
going to take a long time for most 
white people around here to accept 
this sort of thing? They are so con» 
servative,."' Wa she trying to stave 
off this real world? Was she trying 
to save these problems for another 
generation? She was, with the ra- 
tionale that she was being realistic. 
She considered herself liberal- 
minded, one who personally thought that 
the "colored" people were "allright" 
as long as they "smiled", 
How do we react? Are we willing 
to challenge the ignorance and fear 
within ourselves? Or will we always 
stand by with our excuses? If we are 
willing, we will find a way. If not, 
we are old bones, we are dead, No shit, 
wm Stucky 
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DRAFT RESISTANCE What we suggest to young men who are really against the war is 
that they either totally refuse to cooperate with their draft boards or that they 
work in government approved jobs while being involved in a style of life which does 
RESIST the warmakers and their war, We suggest that conscientous objectors working 
in a Denver hospital should be as courageous and should make as significant a sac- 
rifice as the "patriotic boys" who are serving the country in Vietnam. What IW's 
could do is group together in community housing, live in voluntary poverty, spend 
their time on weekends witnessing to Mennonites and other people who have power in 
this country, and use their money to support. their own projects. 


(ANABAPTIST COMMUNE IN CHICAGO, continued from page 4-=keep right on going!) 


STUDENTS Students are oppressed{ Grades, the draft, required attendance, boring 
lectures, stupid requirements, irrelevant courses. »« » . How does one get an 
education then? Mennonite colleges seem ta be aS committed to mediocrity as any 
others--sure they patch up their programs, give them a touch of glitter here, a 
promise of understanding there. But they don't seem to understand what education IS. 


FREE ANABAPTIST UNIVERSITY | Perhaps our colleges can be improved, perhaps, if YOU 
can get the power. But as long as colleges are controlled by conservative to reac. 
tionary boards, the only changes will be illusionary. We suggest an alternative 
university. In our community, starting this fall, we will have information sessions 
in which members share what they have learned from a conversation, a book, or from 
meditation. And working on REMNANT magazine, in theater, and in politics will in- 
volve reading, discussion, and action that will be truly educational. But beyond 
that we consider setting up specific courses on such topics as Black America; Sex; 
violence; the power structure in America; voluntary and Utopian communities; Amer-— 
ican Mennonites; revolutionary political theory; Modern Africa, China, or Latin 
America. There could also be workshops in painting, photography, poetry, or theater. 
Or courses on an individual writer, or several writers, say on sex and politics in 
Mailer, Burroughs, and Ginsberg, or a similar topical approach to Genet, Sartre, 

and de Beauvoir. Any tofic on which a number of people were interested in could 
become a course. There would be no tests, no grades, no required attendance, and 
probably very few lectures. These courses will be open to people who are not in 
our commune, so if you find your college irrelevant this year, consider Chicagoe 


CHICAGO ID have been reading some about Chicago this summer, and have suggested 
that all members of the commune share in structured information sessions on Chi- 
cago this fall. I would not. be the teacher; in fact, in this course there would be 
no one teacher. Several of us would suggest a specific course outline to be dis- 
cussed and changed by the rest. We would read such things as Studs Terkel's DIV- 
TSION STREET: AMERICA and Nelson Algren's CHICAGO: CITY ON THE MAKE together. We 
would study the history of Chicago (various members could read more extensively on 
such things as the Haymarket Riot, the Columbian Exposition of 1893, the Gret Fire 
in 1871, Chicago crime, the influx of immigrants, etc., and report to the rest), 
Chicago's architecture (by going to look at the buildings), Chicago literature 
(Sandburg, Dreiser, Farrell, Wright, Algren, etc.), Chicago blues, Chicago's news= 
papers, and the contemporary political and economic structure (POWER in Chicago). 
The class approach would be varied: some discussion of books read in common, list- 
ening to records, group trips, reports. A good way of bringing all this naterial 
together would be to write a documentary play on Chicago that would explore the 
contrast of the powerless immigrants (Irish, Polish, Puerto Ricans, Blacks, Germans ) 
and the power structure. This play could then be performed in the area and on tour 
with discussions after the performances on the special problems of a city. Other 
"courses" at the Free University could be organized similarly. 


REMNANT MAGAZINE AND NEWSLETTER The purpose of REMNANT publications is to keep 
the Anabaptist movement together through a sharing of news, ideas, and art. The 
role of our commune in this venture for this coming year involves some financial 
support and editorial work. Other people (not in the commune) also work on REMNANT. 


THEATER, PERFORMANCES Besides possibly doing a documentary play on Chicago, also 
hope to revive the documentary on Black History, THE BLACKNESS OF BLACKNESS, that 
the Revelators did last summer. We will want to work on a variety of theatrical 
experiences: documentaries, plays by young playwrights, short routines to be used 
on the road, poetry readings, happenings, and possibly a rock band e 


FESTIVALS ND COMMUNITY RITUAL. Would you like to come to an Anabaptist Music — 
Festival, say next spring? with rock, folk, and gospel music? Or would you like to 
come to Chicago, hundreds of you, for a big orgy? Or would you like to have a two- 
day baptizing tournament and water celebration? Or how about a mass march for 
hundreds of miles? a poetry reading at the next World Conference of Mennonites? 

_ or a week-long celebration of joy in 1971? . 


DIRECT POLITICAL ACTION Take over a few pulpits; set up communes; take over 4 
college; set up bookstores; take over a church; REVOLT . . . + (THE END, at Last!) 


‘EEE CEES -NEET 


IN SASKATOON 


When Tim Beachy and I went to the 
Canadian Conference of Memonites in 
Saskatoon, (B.C. for those blessed with 
the parochial insight required to appre- 
clate such distinctions), we didntt ox- 

pect to see posters of Che Guevera’ or 
We C. Fields prominently displayed, In 
fact. we would have had an identity erisis 
‘if there had been, Unfortunatcly there 
were no posters of Felix Manz, Pilgrim 
Marpeck or Jan van Leyden there cither, ° 
Instead some banner proclaiming Recon- 
ciliation with an appropriate scripture 
reference beat back our optic nerves, 
Since ‘talk of reconciliation in that 
context was the last gasp of the status 
quo, the thing irritated us, 

The general atmosphere was your stand. 
ard conference scene except that the set» 
ting, an $11 million civic auditoriun, 
seemed an inappropriate place for the 
rabble of: the earth to conrregate., A 
hallowed blend of pictists, benevolent 
bishops, facists, white knights, and 
neurotic: women servert to rouse nostalgia. 
for the slothful fifties, The love of 
,God was measured in invorse proportion 
to the.visible volume of hair, And 
hanging over it all was the lurking sus- 
picion that things might be changing, 
coupled with a fear of finding our what. 
~ The topics of education and divorce 
received considerable, attention, at 
‘leastoin terms of hours wasted; but. the 
discussions lacked substance since what 
was needed was a radical redefinition of 
terms, The pressing subject of Indian 
Affairs also got its proper share of 
discussion time, and the prevailing atti- 
tudes were relatively enlightened, 
especially when compared to ycars past. 

The allegedly godless "hippie types" 
managed, to get serious cnough to make 
two significant contributions to the 
cause, The first was a.multi-linear 
happening symbolizing alienation and 
acceptance. Two hundred people. walked 
out demonstrating their amazing ability 
to: determine which media God uses; but in 
spite of this type of violent roaction, 
progress was made because the happening 
forced everyone to verbalize his actual 

‘rather than pretended stance on various 
issues, 

48 a second contribution, these 
"hippie types" sponsored a resolution 
welcoming draft resistors’and deserters 
to Canada, providing a $1,000 dollar 
fund for their assistancc, and asking 
Mennonite farmers and businessmen to 
provide jobs for them, -The resolution 
‘ passed with very few: dissenting votes 
on the strength of some beautiful 
rhetoric on the relationship of church 
and state by some of the elder statesmen, 

The usual ethnic and moralistic 
hang-ups which heve been well documented 
, in relation. to Mennonites were of course 
painfully evident, as well as were the 
“tell-tale signs of bowing to the pres~ 
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sure of Canadian culture. To counter~ 
balance this pessimistic note were the 
observations that there seem to be a 
significant number of tuned-in young 
preachers coming up in the ranks, 

that the old people are maintaining 
their happy anarchism, that there 

were a number of revolutionairics on 
the scene, that many food people 

were honestly trying to find out what 
was going on, and that the conference 


was ready and indced anxious to open 


up any question to free floor discus- 
sion, : 

summarizing: we went, we bull~ 
shitted, we laughed, we smoked un- 


‘filtcrod Buckinghams, we reacted, we 


evaluated, and we left, 
wRay Funk 
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John Braun, a junior at Simon Frazer 
University, Barnaby, British Columbia, 
has written a preliminary manifcsto 
for the Radical Mennonite Union, The 
following exerpts are taken out of 
this first manifesto (all out of 
conteyt). Ata later date we will 
publish an expanded explanation of 


the Re M. U., written by John Braun. 


Braun is a political science major, 
a member of SDU (Canadian Counterpart 
of SDS), a hoedrling idealoeue of the 
radical students in Vancouver, and 
Mennonite Brethern by choice, He 
plans a trip to Cuba in January. 
We expect a full artical on his Cuba 
trip for Remnant Marazgine. 


'In December of 1968 a group of 
radical Mennonite youth from the 
Abbotsford areca met to form the Radi- 
cal Mennonite Union (R.M.U.), an or 
sanization dedicated to bring about 
substantial chanre in the Mennonite 
community, in fact, desiring to turn 


‘that commnity into a body working to 


bring about radical change in the 
society as a whole, ; 

"Most of us, that is, the original 
participants, were Simon Fraser Uni- 
versity students whose desire for such 
a union sprang naturally from our con 
siderable involvement in the turmoil 
that had been occurring in that aucust 
institution, The demand for a free 


_ and democratic university led easily 


to a desire to democratize whatever 
institutions dominated our lives, Put 
simply, we wanted to have an equal say 
in all the decisions that directly 

and crucially effected our lives. 

This demand was turned on our home 
community whose authoritarian struc- 
tures we found increasingly difficult 
to live with, Thus we turn the lessons 
and strategics learned at S.F,U. on 
the Mennonite commnity in a deter- 
mined effort to further the social 
revolution we are waging, "| 


"Surcly our createst allies in 
building the movement are the Menno-+ 
nite churches whose authoritarian 


(continued on page 8, column 2) 


EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 
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"ANABAPTIST UNDERGROUND COMES OUT OF HOLE, 

SEES SHADOW, DIGS IN FOR -LONG WINTER," 
‘weheadline, 1636 

Elder Christian Coughman and his wife 
Petty Piety Multifilter admitted (after 
torture) in an exclusive interview with 
REMNANT correspondent (Cctridtfthe F, Funk, 
that the International jnabaptist tnder- 

ground plans to resurface this fall for 
its hhhth annual stratery meeting of 
Anabaptists. 


Following their last public moetirts ay * 


Holland in 1636 (333 years azo) there 
was a wholesale. slauchter of this revole» 
utionary organiz ation by the Monnonists 
of that country, So Couzhman hopes that 
more Sinners get baptized this year and 
leave the institutional church so that 
the holocausts of 1525 and 1636 noed 
not be repected, Unofficial rumor has 
it that a baptizing tournamont. is-being 
scheduled for September at Goshen, Ind- 
lana, the crotch of the nation, 

Brother Coughman revealed that the 
resurfacing of Anabaptists is being plan- 


ned in mond ane boncwibh the Second Coming . 


of Christ, When asked what the Intor- 
national Anabaptist Underground. and the 
Organization for a Prompt Second Coming 
would do if martyred again in 1969, Elder 
Coughman replied, with a twinkle-in his 
eye, "Wetll have to dig in again, but 
welll be back for the grand finale in 
2191, And beware of the mark of the 
no = =#=#=860ChtC=C<;<X2RiSCS eee 
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TRIED D—~TRYED. 
OLD “BUT NEWwWD. 


Members of C,U.N.T, (Campus Underground 
Newspaper Team) suspended from Goshen 


College for one year because they published 


two issues of an underground paper, MENNO- 
PAUSE, which criticized college adminis. 
trators and used such obscene words as 
Tuck," fall. 167 
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The REVELATORS, youth group from 
Chicago, performed their- ea play 
on ufro-American History, THE BLACKNESS 
OF BLACKNESS, ovor lO times at churches, 


youth groups, coffee houses, and in benefit 


performances for the Poor Pcoplets Cam- 

paign, The hishlight of the various tours 

taken to Ohio, Indiana, and a 3—week trip 

through the mid-west, was a performance 

before at least 1200. people at the General 

ee is: Estes Park, : 
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_ute The young vaceils 
responded well, and by the end of the 
conference, presented resolutions to the 
adults which asked for programs to fight 
racism, (Such a resolution did pass,) 
(continucd top rir mt) 9g 


But later the rcactionary clements res 
responded negatively and formed a coal~ 
ition in order to combat "daneerous 
trends" in the Mennonite Church, 
WE'D LIKE TO TALK TO THESE PEOPLE, 

all year 168 
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lavw o Be Up Day continued from page 7) 


structures continually drive free-minded 
people to despair and defeat, It is an 
ultrasconservative church, fighting 
determined rearepuard actions to defend 
not only its rigid theology and out- 
dated social mores but also the status 
quo in the political sphere, The sup 
pression of all human spontenaity is 
clearly’ cvident to anyone who sees the 
passive, docile idiots the church cre= 
ates-=-human near-vegetables incapable 
of facing life with any kind of 
honesty. ee @ 

"Tn need of radical alteration is 
the rigorous individualism of almost 
all Mennonites. No group holds more 
dearly.to the middle class mythologies 
about property and compartmentalization 
of the whole Life and environment, We 
will actively seek to alter this, prin- 
cipally thru the institution of communal 
living on as broad a basis as possible, 
in the hope that paranoic property 
hangeups will go, 

MWe in the RMU, stand for and 
will lead the struggle toward the come 
plete revolutionization of the Menno-’ 
nite commnity. « « »« Enough of words, 
now is the time for action in the fight 
for the liberation of man,' 


Dic IT! 
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“MUSIC JAMS RAINBOW VIRES: 


The Flying Burrito Brothers,.»great 
country style headed for the noarest 
foreign border, 

The Fug fSeeelt Crawled into my Hand, 
Honest, especially Wide, Wide River or 
River of Shit...bcautiful gospel. 

Country Joe and the Fish,,.Fixin'to 
Die, Please dont drop that H-Bomb on — 
MC ¢ 

Temptations..eCloud Nine,.very hich, 

Holy Modal Rounders..,\lbums 1 & 2.. 
Classic, Eternal guts and spirit of © 
funk, Even the liner notes are 2 faSe 

Chambers Brothers 

Johnny Cash at San. Quentin 

The Who.eeTommy, a blind, deaf, 
dumb parable, 

Traffic, A" Number One Rock, 

The Band,..ee0f Course, 

Rhinoverous,.. groove Alligator Man, 


and 


PRACTICE THE ART OF DIGGING, -.NYTIME 
 NYVHERE, ALONE, OR WITH YOUR FRIENDS, 
WITH GOD, OR YOUR MOTHER, DAY OR NIGHT, 
OPEN UP “ND PRACTICH THE .RT OF DIGGING, 


(CAN You CAN You Die? 





“ORGAN 


‘Word received from Bethel College in-~: 
“dicates that over a score of Bethel stu- 
dents have been meeting regul: rly to get. 
themselves together, This ; pTOUD se drawn: 
~together in common ‘frus tration With the 
quality of Life at the ‘colleges .s.is oe ik 
portedly developing a radical analysi 

of the students! sl iiation mda is coe 
ning to do what is necessary to improve 
the students position, This seems to 
mean that students will bogin to develop 
a power base and insist on taking more 
responsibility in spelling out the kind 
of education which they want and need, 

If so, this is a new departure from 
the old style student group whose domi- 
nant function seemed to be cathartic 
gripe sessions which left everyone with 
a vague sense of powerlessness, This: 
new group hopes to be able to reject the 
old emotional jackoff therapy trap and 
educate themselves, fellow students, and 
the community at large to the reality 
which exists recognizing that action 

is part of any living process ineluding 
the ‘educational one, 

The Bethel group at present operates 

by concensus, without officers, and (so . 
far) with very little money. ‘The follow. 
ing tentative goals were ennumerated at 
one of the early meetings of the’ Broup 
es equoted here roughly: 


= 


to: 


poi Aequiring DUE PROCESS for Lengente 
in campus disciplinary actions, anda 
general respect for studentst rights at 
Bethel college on the part of the other 
“ members of the campus community, With 
out a system to which the students can 
appeal, “shafted. students will continue 
to be frustrated by the lack of inte~ 
erity on. the | part of the Big Brothers in 
the system, All the bullshit that has 
been going on so far has got té Stop, 
and the disciplinary committee in its 
present form is not enough, 

2. Create .political. conciousness: on 
campus, 

3. Bring the outside world into 
Bethel College. We mst see that, rela~ 
tively speaking, North Newton is meh 
smaller than we and the local citizenry 
tend to imagine. We mst plug ow little 
world-view into the larger picture== 
what’ is happening in Viet Nam, Biafra, .7 
KeCey Wichita, and even downtown Newton, 
North Newton is a hole...we must fill 
Lt Ups 

kh, Create further antipathy for the 
present administration of Bethel. We 
realize that we've got a bad thing md 
we want something bettor, 
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There remains some doubt as to type 
of organization which would be most ef 
fective in securing these goals. So 
far, the group: has decided the organi~ 
zation must be cohesive, active, and 
capable of attracting a large membership 


ETE bu STUDENTS 


"tial is there,: 


among students, There. has been a lot 
of discussion about specific actions 
but priorities have yet, to be estab= 
Lished, » " 

+ One ‘lerger issue which this colléce 
tion of. concerned students hopes to 
force is that of Project Equality, The 
General Conference of G. C.s passed a 
resolution urging all affiliated 
churches and organizations to restrict 
their buying to equel opportuni ty COMm 
panies, Project Equality is a very 


_ limited half~measure but Bethel College 


has yet. to co-operate even this far . 
with the rest. of the Conference, Per 


‘haps students pressure can help pro= 


vide motivation, | 
At the July 1h, Student Meeting, 

Jay Spaulding, who has been involved 
in Student action at Columbia, rapped 
to the group on 4 points of organizas 
tion: orientation, techniqie, media, 
and action, Jay stressed the impor 
tance of getting jargon straight so 


_that-everyone clearly understands the 
meaning of the rhetoric and actions, 


So far, the Bethel group has been 
doing what appears to be constructive 
and purposeful bullshittinc, It will 
be good to hear of some solid educa~ 
tional action this fall, The poten 
Right. on. 


NEWS BRIEES 
Go ask 5 {EARS 
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HAPPY BOYS hold’ meth at. COSHEN, 
Calling on help from above for .a.mem-= 


ber injured on the job, the Happy 
Boys (slandered as the "laughing 


- pricks ") centered their activity ae | 


round the healing Schrock fount, at 
GC, pouring out anthems of. praise, 
calling for response from onlookers, 
and leaping into the fount at the 
sound of the chimes, One onlooker 
responded to the call-=coming. "just 
as he was"==_and was promptly baptized 
(and nearly drowned). Othors smiled 
nervously and passed on, Later, the 
afflicted one reported that he "felt 
better", and the Boss chuckled, 


ee 


Mennonites in campus insurrections 
at Columbia, Kent State, and Harvard. 
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Loveein on President Tillman Smith!; 
lawn at Hesston College following 
campusing of young lover for holding 
hands on campus, FALL 67. 
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Several Mennonites have refused to 
cooperate with the draft by going to 
Canada, MORE jRE GOING, 
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RADICALS HRAH ins 
OREGON IN RUGUS 


At Turner,’ Oregon, August 15-19, a 
group of young Mennonites, many dressed 
in jeans and sweatesiirts, some with 
beards and long hair, will descend upon 
the Old Mennonite Church General Confer- 
ences We call ourselves Mennonite Draft 
Resisters but the messare wo bring to 
the convention goes-far heyond -the draft, 
Our message is not taat Josus Carist is 
our personal Savior, 1U°25 not a ery for 
Church ad or Church reorganization, 
Rather it is a blunt statement which con- 
fronts the very purpose of the Church, 
JESUS ‘CHRIST IS OUR POLITIC. LEADER. He 
is not just a do=goodcr, not a mystic, not 
a comforter, He is THE nolitical leader, 
That is a radical statement, snd it af- 
fects our relationships with our govern~ 
ment and the economic end political order 
in which we live. It calls for a whole 
new life style and a complete rejection 
ww ae QS; OUL ‘ftiddlesclass valies--a rejection 
of affluency and matgrialism, It means 
we cannot pay taxcs to a government which 
spends more on armaments than any other 
nation in the world, It means we mst 
speak oute-and not only with words{== . 
against our government!s involvement in 
the imperialistic Victnem war, It means 
we must break completely with a conscrip= 
tion system which channels young men into 
that war, teaches our brothers to kill, 

,’ and creates a society of fcar and intoler- 
.- ance and violence, snd it means we must 
‘ef confront racism wherever it appears, 
wm, We reject the established Church 
**'* which has constantly aligned itsclf with 

the oppressors which identifics not with 
the poor but with the rich and the power- 
ful; and which is primarily sclf-inter-~ 
ested, 

.andso we go to Oregone-some of us 
flying, some hitchehiking, interupting 
our summers of work, school, or leisure, 
In Oregon we ask for resolutions of sup- 
port for those who refuse induction, burn 
their draft ecards, flee to Canada, or in 
other ways resist the encroachments of 
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the rising militarism in America, We 
ask for a total review of the Mennonite 
Churchts relationship with the State, 
especially the Selective Service Sy 
stem, Esscntially we are asking the 
question: Does the Mennonite Church 
as a body affirm the political leader» 
ship of Christ or do they relegate his 
role to that of an othcr-wordly do-# 
gooder? The response we get in Oregon 
may well determine for many of us 
whether the Mennonite Church can be at 
all relevant to the issues that con» 
front us today, 

weJonathan Lind 


We submit the following statements 
as a proposal to Mennonites: 

That the Mennonite Church reaffirm 
military service as an unacceptable 
task for the Christian to engage in 
according to the Church's. interpreta= 
tion of the life and teachings of 


JCYaeestas 


That the Mennonite Church recognize 
the validity of non=cooperation as a 
radical type of peace witness and ex~# 
press support for anyone taking this 
stand, 

That the Church work more closely in 
assisting young men who have chosen to 
defect to Canada, 

That the service organizations of 
the Church express a willingness to 
accept individuals into service pro-# 
grams who have decided not to cooperate 
with the Selective Service System, 

That the Church cooperate with 
other non=Mennonites who stand on come 
mon sround with us on the issue of ~« 
military service and conscription, 

That renewed efforts be made to edu-« 
cate the youth of our Church on our 
nonresistant stance as Mennonites, 

That. the Church and its leaders 
examine closely our present policy of 
cooperation with the Sclective Service 
oystem, 

== J. Devon Leu 
Jonathan Lind 
Douglas Baker 
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